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Welcome to our service this evening! Advent is the time of year when Christians 
traditionally remember, in the run-up to Christmas, that the reason he came to earth 

then was to prepare us for the day when he will return. There will be lots of references to 
both in the service. The service will proceed without announcements. Please stand 

when indicated with *. 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

* Carol: O Come O Come Emmanuel 
We long for Jesus to return a second time, just as Israel longed for him to 
come the first time.  

O Come O Come Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny  
From depths of Hell Thy people save  
And give them victory o’er the grave  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  
   
O come, Thou Day-Spring, Come and 
cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  
   

O come, Thou Key of David, come  
And open wide our heavenly home  
Make safe the way that leads on high  
And close the path to misery  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  
   
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might  
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height  
In ancient times did’st give the Law  
In cloud, and majesty and awe  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel  



Lesson 1: Genesis 3: 1-19   
The first man and woman, whom God made to be his images, refuse to serve 
him with terrible consequences for themselves and all their children.   

1 Now   the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
 Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You  shall 
not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  2   And the woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,  3  but God said,  ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch 
it, lest you die.’” 4  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  5 

 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”  6  So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise,  she took of its fruit  and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her,  and he ate.  7  Then the eyes of both 
were opened,  and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loincloths.  
8   And they heard the sound of the  Lord  God walking in the garden in the cool  
of the day, and the man and his wife  hid themselves from the presence of the 
 Lord God among the trees of the garden.  9  But the  Lord  God called to the man 
and said to him, “Where are you?”  10   And he said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid,  because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  11  He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?”  12   The man said,  “The woman whom you 
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  13  Then the  Lord 
 God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said,  
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
14   The  Lord  God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,     cursed are 
you above all livestock     and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall 
go, and  dust you shall eat     all the days of your life. 15   I will put enmity between 
you and the woman,     and between your offspring  and  her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head,     and you shall bruise his heel.” 16   To the woman he said, “I will 
surely multiply your pain in childbearing;     in pain you shall bring forth 
children. Your desire shall be contrary to  your husband,     and he shall  rule over 
you.” 17  And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife     and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you,     ‘You shall not eat 
of it’, cursed is the ground because of you;     in pain you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; 18   thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;     and you shall 
eat the plants of the field. 19   By the sweat of your face  you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground,     for out of it you were taken; for you are dust,     and  to 
dust you shall return.” 



Lesson 2: Genesis 22: 15-18      
God’s plan to rescue mankind is revealed in an unbreakable promise to 
Abraham.  

15   And the angel of Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven  16   and 
said,  “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son,  17  I will surely bless you, and I will 
surely multiply your offspring  as the stars of heaven and  as the sand that is on 
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess  the gate of his  enemies,  18   and  in 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.”  

* Carol: Come O long-expected Jesus  
This song is about longing for Jesus to come and reign as king. 
  
Come, O long-expected Jesus,  
born to set your people free!  
From our fears and sins release 
us,  
Christ, in whom our rest shall be.  
  
Israel’s strength and 
consolation,  
born salvation to impart;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart.  
  

Born your people to deliver,   
born a child and yet a King;   
born to reign in us for ever,  
now your gracious kingdom 
bring.  
  
By your own eternal Spirit  
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by your all-sufficient merit  
raise us to your glorious throne.   
  

Charles Wesley, © in this version the 
Jubilate Group  

Lesson 3: 2 Samuel 7:11-17   
God promises David, King over Abraham’s descendants, that his Son will be 
King forever. 
   
11 “I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you 
that  the  Lord will make you a house.  12  When your days are fulfilled and  you lie 
down with your fathers,  I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  13   He shall build a house for my 
name, and  I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  14  I will be to him a 
father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity,  I will discipline 
him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men,  15  but my steadfast 
love will not depart from him,  as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from 
before you.  16  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever 
before me.  Your throne shall be established for ever.’”  17   In accordance with all 
these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.  



Lesson 4: Psalm 2   
God promises that he will send his Son as an anointed King, to restore justice to 
a broken world.   

1 Why do  the nations rage      and the peoples plot in vain? 2   The kings of the earth 
set themselves,     and the rulers take counsel together,     against the  Lord and 
against his  Anointed, saying, 3  “Let us  burst their bonds apart     and cast away 
their cords from us.” 4   He who  sits in the heavens  laughs;     the Lord holds them in 
derision. 5   Then he will speak to them in his  wrath,      and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, 6  “As for me, I have  set my King     on  Zion, my  holy hill.” 7   I will tell of the 
decree: The Lord  said to me,  “You are my Son;     today I have begotten you.        
8   Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,     and  the ends of the 
earth your possession. 9  You shall  break  them with  a rod of iron     and dash them 
in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 10  Now therefore, O kings, be wise;     be warned, 
O rulers of the earth. 11   Serve the  Lord  with  fear,     and  rejoice with  trembling. 12   

Kiss  the Son,     lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,     for his   wrath is quickly 
kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  

* Carol:  Of the Father’s Love begotten     
This song is about who Jesus is: God’s eternal Son, who made everything, 
and who took human nature and became one of us.  
  
Of the Father’s love begotten,   
ere the world began to be,  
he is Alpha and Omega,   
he the source, the ending he,  
of the things that are, that have been,  
and that future years shall see,   
evermore and evermore!   
  
Happy is that day for ever  
when, by God the Spirit’s grace,  
lowly Mary, virgin mother,  
bore the saviour of our race.  
Man and God, the world’s redeemer  
now displays his sacred face  
evermore and evermore!  
  
He took on our human nature,  
death and sorrow here below;  
that the race of Adam’s children,  
doomed to death and endless woe,  
may not henceforth die and perish  
and eternal life may know  
evermore and evermore!  

This is he whom ancient prophets  
promised through the ages long;  
sought by many generations  
rescue for a world of wrong.  
God’s salvation for the faithful;  
him we praise in endless song  
evermore and evermore!  
  
Praise him, heaven of the heavens,  
angel hosts, his praises sing;  
powers and rulers, bow before him,  
and extol our God and King!  
Let no tongue on earth be silent;  
every voice together sing,  
evermore and evermore!  

Christ be praised with God the Father,  
and the Holy Spirit, praised!  
Hymns of worship, high thanksgiving  
echo through a world amazed.  
Honour, majesty, dominion!  
Songs of victory be raised  
evermore and evermore!  

 Prudentius, 348-413, tr. JM Neale & HW 
Baker. Some verses © Jubilate Hymns.  



Lesson 5: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Isaiah the prophet speaks of the glorious future that God’s coming king will 
bring.   

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the 
nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle 
tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

* Carol: Once in Royal David’s City 
The coming king will be God himself and will sit on David’s throne. 

Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

He came down to earth from 
heaven 
who is God and Lord of all; 
and his shelter was a stable 
and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and meek and lowly 
lived on earth our saviour holy. 

And through all his wondrous 
childhood 
day by day like us he grew; 
he was little, weak and helpless; 
tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feels for all our sadness, 

and he shares in all our gladness. 
And our eyes at last shall see him 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child, so dear and gentle, 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high. 
There his children gather round, 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

Cecil Alexander 



Lesson 6: Luke 1:26-38   
After centuries of waiting, God announces through an angel to Mary, an 
obscure girl from an obscure town, that she will give birth to a son who is God’s 
promised king.   

26  In the sixth month the angel  Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed  to a man whose name was Joseph,  
of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.  28   And he came to her 
and said, “Greetings,  O favoured one,  the Lord is with you!”  29  But  she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for  you have 
found favour with God.  31  And behold,  you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and  you shall call his name Jesus.  32  He will be great and will be 
called the Son of  the Most High. And the Lord God   will give to him the throne 
of  his father David,  33  and he will reign over the house of Jacob  for ever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34   And Mary said to the angel, “How will this 
be, since I am a virgin?” 35   And the angel answered her,   “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of  the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born  will be called  holy — the Son of God.  36   And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her  who was called barren.  37   For  nothing will be 
impossible with God.”  38   And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant  of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” And  the angel departed from her.  

* Carol : While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
The humble shepherds glorify God with the angels of heaven at the news 
that God’s king and saviour has arrived. 

While shepherds watched their flocks 
by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around 

‘Fear not,’ said he - for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind -  
‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind: 

‘To you in David’s town this day  
Is born of David’s line, 
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.  
And this shall be the sign: 

‘The heavenly babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swaddling 
bands, 
And in a manger laid.’ 

Thus spake the angel; and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 

‘All glory be to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace; 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to 
men 
Begin and never cease!’ 

Nahum Tate 



Lesson 7: Luke 2:1-20   
The news that God’s promised king has come is proclaimed by the angels of 
heaven. 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And 
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same 
region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I will bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 
told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Sermon  

Prayer 



* Carol : Hark the Herald Angels sing   
This song is about the angels glorious announcement that the God’s 
promised king has come.   

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory  to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild  
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the  angelic  host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory  to the newborn King!" 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory  to the newborn King!" 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings  
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His  glory  by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory  to the newborn King!"  

Charles Wesley 

Close and Blessing: Revelation 22:20-21 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen.  
Come, Lord Jesus!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.  

We would love to welcome you to our Sunday services at 10am & 11:30am. 
Booking information can be found on our website:  

https://www.trinitychurchyork.org.uk

https://www.trinitychurchyork.org.uk

